were involuntarily recalled, significant numbers
volunteered and were accepted for extended active
duty when the Marine Corps' active-duty force was
expanded to 190,000.

The 1961 mobilization marked the first time that
guardsmen and reservists were mobilized to pre-
vent a war rather than to wage a war. While this
mobilization proved effective, the overall readiness
of the Reserve components in 1961 was not entirely
satisfactory and would be considered unacceptable
in today's environment. In the 1960s, it took seven
months to increase the number of combat-ready
divisions. In the 1980s, DoD wants to have its prin-
cipal combat units in-theater within the first 90
days.

As mentioned previously, the disposition of the
President or the Congress to order a mobilization is
significant. The 1961 mobilization of the Reserve
components was delayed because President Ken-
nedy had to seek legislative authority for the call-
up. Today, President Reagan would not encounter
such a delay. In 1976, Congress passed legislation
authorizing the President to order to active duty
50,000 Selected reservists for no longer than 90
days, without declaring a national emergency. This
legislation provided the flexibility to deal with con-
tingencies requiring a measured military response
where a declaration of national emergency might
be premature or have undesirable international or
domestic consequences. Congress provided further
flexibility when it later increased to 100,000 the
number of reservists the President can order to ac-
tive duty without declaring a national emergency.
Expanding the ceiling to 100,000 has the added
benefit of permitting planners to include Guard
and Reserve units in the Rapid Deployment Joint
Task Force.

Today's international situation has necessitated
abandoning the 30-day alert period of the 1960s.
Reservists are informed in unambiguous terms not
to rely on having 30 days from the time of mobili-
zation alert until they report for duty. They are
now advised that instant mobilization may be a
military necessity and they may be required to
report to their duty station on a 24-hour notice.

The current plan for many Reserve units is to ar-
rive in Europe during the first 30 days of a conflict.
NATO plans to place the European theater on a
wartime footing include deploying some command
headquarters to Europe from the U.S. within 30
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